


Community Priorities

Develop green and integrated 
infrastructure.

Overarching OCP Strategy 

City

Public feedback indicated that a majority of residents 

support the following: 

Maintaining a healthy water supply

Waste recycling infrastructure 

Infrastructure improvements that keep pace with 

development

•

•

•

Policy and regulations address requirements for new 
development to connect to sanitary sewer, or meet 
Provincial Health requirements for minimum lot size for 
septic systems. Also addressed, at a high policy level, are 
approaches to allocate costs, replace infrastructure, and 
reduce wastewater flow.

The current OCP addresses water priority for agriculture. Also 
mentioned are ‘education’ to reduce water consumption, 
and water quality and quantity planning and monitoring.

The current OCP provides reference to the ‘Storm Water 
Management Design Manual’. This referral to a detailed 
document outside the OCP is consistent with the general 
direction on proposed structure of the new OCP.

Policies are included concerning hydraulic and quality 
impacts, and drainage basin plans, impervious surface 
management and water quality monitoring and 
improvement.

A general term describing public utilities and facilities such 
as roads, bridges, sewers and sewer plants, water lines, and. 
power

Current Policy Strengths

Require permits for irrigation installations to promote design 
for water conservation.

Require a district energy system to be constructed and 
operated where density and site layout allows for a system to 
be viably operated as a means to reduce GHG emissions.

Survey 2 Results

Infrastructure:  A term describing public utilities and facilities such as roads, 
bridges, sewers and sewer plants, water lines, and energy supply.

Innovative stormwater management



Complete a life cycle analysis of infrastructure to assess the 
differential costs of alternative investment options for a given 
project. Compare new construction projects or examine 
Demand Side Management (DSM) strategies for existing 
assets. (Life cycle analysis is a technique for assessing the 
environmental impacts associated with infrastructure or a 
service that covers all stages in a product’s life. This allows 
other factors to be considered other than the ‘bottom line’. 
DSM aims to reduce consumer use of energy and water 
through conservation or efficiency measures that could lead 
to reduced infrastructure investment and/or construction).

Complete an integrated resource management strategy 
during the planning and development of infrastructure 
to maximize opportunities for minimizing waste and/or 
conserving or generating energy.

Incorporate greenhouse gas reduction criteria for all municipal 
infrastructure, including infrastructure which relates to waste 
management, as evaluation and pricing criteria in both 
modelling and procurement. 

Adopt resource recovery as a driving component of 
infrastructure facilities to recover material, gas, heat and 
energy from the co-management of solid and liquid waste 
streams. 

Maximize opportunities for harvesting heat or energy from 
sanitary and/or water systems.

Where feasible and appropriate require the use of treated 
wastewater for irrigation purposes.

Require a district energy system to be constructed and 
operated where density and site layout allows for a system 
to be viably operated as a means to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

New Policies 

City

District energy systems deliver green energy

Waste water heat recovery system 

Geothermal energy systems use renewable 
energy



Kelowna’s Development Permit Areas 

DPAs are areas designated in the OCP to which special regulations apply. Special regulations are 
in the form of requirements or guidelines.  See DPA maps for new and existing DPAs.

What are Development Permit Areas?

Development Permit Areas

REVISED! Natural Environment (Aquatic): Protects Kelowna’s precious lake, wetland, 
stream, spring and creek ecosystems and their associated habitat areas. Exemptions 
were expanded and guidelines regarding stormwater and erosion control, information 
requirements, and on-site protection were brought up to date to reflect best practices. 
Mapping for creeks and wetlands are more accurate as well.

NEW! Natural Environment (Terrestrial): Protect and restore Kelowna’s sensitive 
terrestrial ecosystems (trees and other important vegetation) and their associated 
habitat areas.  Natural vegetation with be protected or enhanced (where applicable) 
and mitigation/compensation measures to restore site vegetation where detrimental 
impacts are unavoidable and acceptable will be required.

Wildland Fire Hazard: Ensures protection of buildings against wild fires. Formerly a 
subsection of the Hazardous Conditions DP.

REVISED! Hazardous Conditions: Avoid property loss, protect buildings from damage 
and maintain or enhance land stability on steep slopes or areas with erosion potential, 
flood prone areas and areas protected by standard dikes.  Most revisions include a 
reorganization of existing guidelines. Mapping for steep slopes is now more accurate as 
well as new data regarding slope stability and soil erosion potential.

COMING IN 2009! Hillside Development: Ensures development adheres to visual and 
environmental standards.

NEW! Water Conservation: Achieve greater water efficiency in the use of water 
for landscaping.  Irrigation systems and landscaping strategies will be subject to 
guidelines.

NEW! Energy Conservation: Achieve greater energy efficiency in buildings.  Guidelines 
related to building siting, cladding and mechanical equipment (outside of buildings) 
will focus on energy efficiency.

Protect the environment

Mitigate water and energy 
related impacts of new 
development 

Why do we have them? 



Development Permit AreasDevelopment Permit Areas

consistent with good urban design principles.

Industrial Development: Ensure development is consistent 
with good urban design principles.

Heritage Development (Abbott & Marshall Street Area): 
Ensure the siting and form of new buildings reinforce the 
character of the heritage precinct.

NEW! Water Conservation: Achieve greater water efficiency 
in the use of water in buildings and for landscaping.

Mitigate water and 
energy related 
impacts of new 
development  NEW! Energy Conservation: Achieve greater energy 

efficiency in buildings.

How are they Implemented? 

Current Process (in Current OCP)  Proposed Revised Process 

Applicant works with 
City staff to ensure 
compliance with DP 

Guidelines. 

A DP is not 
Completed. 

No DP 
Required

DP
Required

Applicant works with 
City staff to ensure 
compliance with DP 

Guidelines. 

A DP is not 
Completed. 

No DP 
Required

DP
Required

Applicant 
applies for a 
DP Waiver. 

City staff 
assess Waiver 

application. 

Applicant determines DPs 
applicable to their site. 

City staff & applicant determine DPs 
applicable to their site. Exemptions 
are defined in the DP Guidelines. 

Staff assess if 
exemptions 

apply 

Kelowna’s Development Permit Areas Why do we have them? 

A workshop will be held on October 8, 2008 to review the details of the proposed 
Development Permit Guidelines. If you are interested in receiving more information 

about the workshop, please sign up on the sheet below. 

Control the design 
(form and character) 
of intensive residential, 
multiple unit residential, 
commercial and industrial 
development

REVISED! Urban Centres: Ensure development reinforces the creation of liveable and pedestrian-
friendly environment that contributes to a unique sense of place. Map revised to reduce the 
Highway 97/Springfield Urban Centre boundary.

Multiple Unit Residential Development: Ensure appropriate development of large residential 
buildings.

Secondary Suites & Two-Dwelling Housing: Ensure development is compatible with the form 
and character of existing neighbourhoods.

Commercial Development: Ensure development is consistent with good urban design principles.

Industrial Development: Ensure development is consistent with good urban design principles.

Heritage Development (Abbott & Marshall Street Area): Ensure the siting and form of new 
buildings reinforce the character of the heritage precinct.

How are they implemented?




